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Abstract 

Enid Blyton (1897-1968), is often recognised as one 
of the most prolific children’s authors of all times. 
According to the Enid Blyton Society’s website 
http://www.enidblytonsociety.co.uk/a-biography-of-
enid-blyton.php, she is believed to have written 
around seven hundred books, as well as magazines, 
articles and poems. Many of her books were written 
as part of a series, such as “The Famous Five” as well 
as “The Adventure Series”. A common theme that 
becomes evident to anyone reading these two series, 
as well as numerous others of her works, is her 
reference to caves, both in written and illustrative 
form. One must ask if she was a “closet caver” or 
whether her use of caves in her writings was simply as 
a place of refuge or a means of escape or simply a 
metaphor for adventure. This paper will endeavour to 
explore her use of caves in her writings, utilising both 
written and illustrative examples to see if a conclusion 
can be drawn. The primary source document is the 
third book in the Adventure Series, “The Valley of 
Adventure”, first published in 1947 by Macmillan. 

Introduction 

During a family holiday at Woolgoolga (near Coffs 
Harbour NSW) in May 1977, it rained and in a three-
day period an accumulated 36 inches fell; resulting in 
the Pacific Highway being flooded both south and 
north of Woolgoolga. In order to keep a then eleven-
year-old amused in a caravan, my mother purchased 
(for 40 cents) an original cover version (minus the 
original dust wrapper) of Enid Blyton’s book “The 
Valley of Adventure” from the Woolgoolga Meals on 
Wheels Book Exchange. This book, which I have 
read numerous times since, introduced me to the 
wonderful world of Enid Blyton stories. Not only 
that, it further excited my then fledgling love of all 
things caves, as the central story line in the book 
involves four children and their adventures in a lonely 
valley, resplendent with caves, in Austria just after the 
Second World War. Of course it also meant that my 
mother then only had to keep my eight-year-old 
brother amused during those rainy days at 
Woolgoolga! During my lifetime, I have collected 
numerous Enid Blyton books and the more I read, 
the more I realised that caves and secret passages do 

play a central role in many of her stories. I therefore 
thought that this aspect of her writings might provide 
the basis of an interesting article for an issue of an 
ACKMA journal. 

In this story, four children (Jack, Lucy-Ann, Phillip 
and Dinah) are excited at the prospect of an overnight 
trip in Detective Bill’s new aeroplane. At the airport, 
they mistakenly get on to the wrong plane and end up 
in a deserted valley in Austria. The children need 
somewhere to hide from the two men and find a cave 
whose entrance is hidden by fern fronds, this making 
a great “home” for them. While Jack & Philip are 
raiding a supply of cans of food, Lucy-Ann & Dinah 
find a small passage (a solution tube?) at the back of 
their cave and decide to explore. This passage 
eventually opens up into a large chamber which they 
call the “Cave of Echoes”; another passage eventually 
emerges onto a ledge behind a large waterfall. While 
here, the girls spot the men following the boys and 
they “caper about”, to draw the men’s attention away 
from the boys who have no idea that they are being 
followed.  Despite several attempts to reach the ledge, 
the men cannot. 

The men return with a third man and their prisoner, 
an Austrian named Otto who the men believe knows 
the way to hidden treasure. Otto leads the men on a 
false trail to the treasure but Jack rescues him 
temporarily. During this time, he then draws Jack two 
maps; one showing the way to the only pass out of 
the valley and the other showing the way to the 
treasure. After an aborted attempt to reach the pass 
(which has been bombed), the children decide to 
follow the other map in an attempt to locate the 
treasure. This they do and soon come to a series of 
caves; the first one being richly decorated with 
stalactites, stalagmites, columns and shawls. 
Subsequent chambers contain jewel bedecked church 
statues, large paintings, old books and documents and 
chests of gold coins. The children are surprised to 
find at the end of the series of treasure caves two 
additional chambers that are home to an elderly 
Austrian couple (Elsie and her husband) and their hen 
Martha; left in the caves to guard the treasure. The 
men eventually locate the treasure caves and lock the 
children and the elderly couple in the last two 
chambers (there is a stout wooden door). Lucy-Ann is 
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upset at everything that is happening so Elsie removes 
a picture from the wall, revealing a convenient 
solution tube. Phillip follows this tube and it leads 
back to the waterfall ledge and their home cave. Philip 
makes good an escape from the valley in one of the 
by now several planes to summon help. Jack and the 
girls subsequently use the tube to escape as well. Jack 
then manages to lock the men into the last two 
chambers (after convincing Elsie and her husband to 
leave beforehand).  

Detective Bill arrives and using the system of solution 
tubes, they manage to surprise the men who by now 

realise that they have been locked in. Philip is reunited 
with the other children and arrangements are made 
for Elsie and her husband to be looked after. Word is 
also received that Otto is ok as well after being left 
outside of a hospital. Having read all of the adventure 
books, this one is my favourite, mainly because of the 
ingenious weaving of the caves into the story. 

Following are a selection of slides from my 
PowerPoint presentation made at the 2018 ACKMA 
Conference at Margaret River on Friday 11th May. 
These slides demonstrate the life like illustrations by 
artist Stuart Tresilian. 
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Conclusion 

So, while there is no direct evidence that Enid Blyton 
was a caver, she either possibly knew people in her 
life who were or had read up on the subject of caves. 
As any scholar of her writings will point out, caves 
and secret passages feature prominently in many of 
her writings! 
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