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Upcoming ACKMA Events: 

Kosciuszko Karst, Talbingo 2- 5 April 2024 

As has already been circulated via email, ACKMA is hosting an on-site event visiting karst features of the 
Kosciuszko region, including Talbingo, Yarrangobilly Caves and Cooleman Plain. 

If you are making last minute decisions to attend, please contact the President to 
ascertain availability! 

John Brush has also complied an excellent accompanying publication that 
participants will receive, but if you can’t get there, you can still purchase a copy of 
this booklet. 

If you would like to purchase a copy, please transfer $5.00 to the ACKMA bank 
account (BSB: 633 000, Account: 172417222), and order a copy by sending an email 
to JohnBrush@Bigpond.com with a cc to the ACKMA Treasurer (Regina 
Roach) regina.roach01@gmail.com 

Weidmuller Australia has taken up sponsorship of this event, and we give them 
wholehearted thanks for coming on board again. Weidmuller have been staunch 
supporters of ACKMA for many years and have sponsored many previous ACKMA events! 

Cave lighting is a very specialist field and Weidmuller have, over many decades, developed lighting and systems 
to cope with the very demanding unique situations in caves for tourism access. Their web site 
is https://www.weidmuller.com.au/en/index.jsp 
  

 
 

ACKMA Science Forum (date to be confirmed) 

Dating Speleothems and Speleothem Growth - Andy Baker, UNSW Sydney 
 
Following the successful ACKMA Zoom meeting on cave lighting presented by Dr Liz Reed in October 2022, Andy 
Spate has been persuading Prof Andy Baker to provide another forum for cave guides, managers and other 
interested ACKMA people. 
 
Forum abstract: 
 
Dating speleothems and understanding speleothem growth can provide insights into cave development and of 
past climates and environments.  
This presentation will delve into the methods used to determine the age of speleothems, such as stalactites and 
stalagmites, shedding light on the processes that shape these formations over time.  
By exploring the science behind speleothem dating, insights will be gained into how these geological features 
provide valuable information about past climates and environmental conditions. Understanding the growth rates 
of speleothems is explored, essential for interpreting cave formations accurately.  
This talk aims to help equip cave guides and tourist cave managers with the latest knowledge needed to 
interpret the history preserved in speleothems, enhancing their ability to educate visitors about these fascinating 
features in Australasian caves.  
 
We propose to hold this forum via Zoom, with Andy Baker’s presentation followed by a Q&A session.  

Links and further details to follow. 

Note: Liz Reed’s cave lighting forum can be seen at https://ackma.org/Forums/cavelighting2022/index.html  
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