ACKMA Presidents Report:

lan Eddison
Dear members,

Your committee had issues raised right up to the end of 2023 and this simply continued into the new year. Add
to that, the planning to run a meeting event at Kosciuszko National Park based at Talbingo, visiting the Cooleman
Plain and Yarrangobilly Caves. We’ve been very active on your behalf.

The Wombeyan Caves are likely to reopen very soon, and it will be interesting to see the restoration and
redevelopment of the public areas there. Works are supervised by NSW NPWS.

Abercrombie Caves remain closed. Works are continuing by NSW NPWS.

Jenolan Caves continue with many projects. The Blue Lake walk development is well underway. The Two Mile
Road is being stabilised. Caves House will have major upgrades. Works are by various contractors and
government agencies supervised by Trust management, DPIE and NPWS.

The ACKMA cave climate monitoring program continues. For those involved please liaise with our working group
Andy Baker, David Gillieson and Andy Spate. There has been a slight adjustment to the number of caves involved.

The proposed National Park in the Hindenburg Wall karst area of Papua New Guinea is still being developed but
awaits an official response from the PNG government. ACKMA fully supports this proposal.

The National Rock Garden in Canberra is likely to include a limestone specimen from Naracoorte and our
committee has agreed to fund the plaque to accompany it. ACKMA will also assist in the cost of transportation of
the specimen, which includes a solution tube.

Kosciuszko National Park is about to conduct culling of feral animals in the northern part of the park. This
coincides with our meeting 2-5 April and our itinerary was adjusted to enable us to visit the beautiful Cooleman
Plain before this closure. This is a very emotive issue for some people. ACKMA has made submissions on this
issue due to feral horse impacts on the karst landscape and ecology.

A conservation campaign on social media about the values of the Nullarbor cave and karst areas has begun. It
comprises a lovely short film and a series of beautiful images and information accompanying it. Save the
Nullarbor is an independent campaign whose patron is Bob Brown and whose website is at
http://www.savethenullarbor.org. It raises awareness of the natural and cultural values of the Nullarbor and the
threats of a huge green energy project which threatens the landscape.

The ASF Conservation Commission is also working hard on the threats to the Nullarbor cave and karst areas.
More details are to come. Several ACKMA members who are also ASF members participate in these meetings.

A green energy project that ACKMA had previously commented on (Hills of Gold) went to an independent
hearing. Presentations were made, letters were written, and open submissions were invited again. The
developer ENGIE then made a further submission on this, giving no time for the community to respond. | hope it
backfires on them for having the audacity to submit additional material on their own development proposal.

Another huge project by Glencorp is for carbon sequestration in Queensland. This process takes liquid mine
waste and pumps it into the Great Artesian Basin. It was through the EIA process before we were aware of it, but
ACKMA wrote to both Federal and State governments expressing our concerns.

ACKMA has produced a Position Statement in relation to the proposed Western Green Energy Hub in the WA
part of the Nullarbor, which is a huge industrialization project. This basically is our stance on most of these
projects. It’s not to disregard or oppose Green Energy, but to point out the natural and cultural values of the
delicate karst landscapes that come under threat from the industrialisation.

Your committee has decided that the AGM will be via Zoom on 16" June 2024 Details TBA.

Attendee registrations are coming in for the meeting event based at Talbingo for the Kosciuszko cave and karst
areas 2-6 April. Your committee has made a special offer to fund some attendees, and this has had a good
response so far. Details of the awardees will be given in the June Journal.
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Proposed future ACKMA events will vary in scale, but we are attempting to offer some kind of face-to-face on-
site event each year. Online zoom meetings are very likely to continue on an annual basis. These may be in
conjunction with or independent of those below.

Future Events are earmarked for:
2024 2 - 6 April, Talbingo NSW (Kosciuszko karst and Yarrangobilly Caves).
2026 May, Wombeyan Caves NSW, 2- or 3-day event.
2028 May, Abercrombie Caves NSW, 2- or 3-day event.

Future Conferences are earmarked for:
2025 September, Wellington Caves NSW - Conference, and guide training by Savannah Guides.
2027 May, Chillagoe Caves QLD - Conference, and guide training by Savannah Guides.
2029 May, Jenolan Caves NSW - Conference.

Other conferences and field schools to be aware of are:
NZSS annually meet on the NZ October long weekend.
2024 19 - 24 March, Savannah Guides at Longreach QLD.
2024 29 Oct - 3 Nov, Savannah Guides at Injune Carnarvon Gorge [ Nyanda, QLD.
2025 12 - 19 January, ASF “Caving in the Moonlight” at Buchan Caves Victoria.

lan Eddison
ACKMA President

| pay my respects to the traditional custodians of the land where | live, work and engage in.

”~

Cave Animal of the Year 2024

Australian Cave Animal of the Year,
2024 is:

the Nullarbor Blind Cave Spider!

Read more about these long-legged cave-dwellers and how four new
species of Troglodiplura have been linked to the famous 2018 Thailand
cave rescue: https://www.caveanimaloftheyear.org.au/

As always, contact Cathie at hello@caveanimaloftheyear.org.au for
more information about this project, or to order some of our shiny new
merch.
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