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Links to the Wider World: 

This section aims to provide links to articles and items related to caves and karst that may lie outside the normal ACKMA sphere of 
influence but may still be of interest. They are intended to spark your interest and maybe prompt you into doing more research - 
they are not necessarily meant to be definitive sources of information. All links are functional at the time of publishing but may not 
open if viewing at a later date. 

6 Of the Most Spectacular Caves to Explore In NSW 

Secret Sydney 
Ria Lawrence - Senior Staff Writer • February 5, 2024 

“Some of Australia's most fascinating destinations lie hidden beneath the surface of the earth. Embrace your 
inner Indiana Jones and explore these beautiful passageways and caves around NSW.” 

https://secretsydney.com/best-caves-in-nsw/ 

The Oldest Open Caves in The World Are A 3-Hour Drive From Sydney 

Secret Sydney 
Ria Lawrence - Senior Staff Writer • January 19, 2024 

“If you're getting itchy feet, head out and explore Australia's most awe-inspiring and photogenic cave system, 
within spitting distance of Sydney.” 

https://secretsydney.com/jenolan-caves-nsw/ 

Largest Underground Lakes Around the World 

Times of India, Feb 18 2024 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/web-stories/largest-underground-lakes-around-the-
world/photostory/107744789.cms 

This is a simple and beautiful click-through photo book of some of the largest underground lakes in the world, 
with a brief description of each – very relaxing! 

https://secretsydney.com/best-caves-in-nsw/
https://secretsydney.com/jenolan-caves-nsw/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/web-stories/largest-underground-lakes-around-the-world/photostory/107744789.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/web-stories/largest-underground-lakes-around-the-world/photostory/107744789.cms
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14 Places Brightened by Bioluminescence 

by Jonathan Carey, Senior Associate Editor, Places 
Atlas Obscura 

“In the natural world, there are few things that seem like they were plucked from a dream more than 
bioluminescent organisms. From algae that makes beaches sparkle like stars to fireflies that trace blinking paths 
through the forest, these creatures create an otherworldly glow that draws in admirers from far and wide… 
From a glowing underwater cliff to a bay filled with shining squid, these are some of our favourite locations that 
glow.” 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/lists/where-to-see-bioluminescence? 

Fingal’s Cave, Isle of Staffa, Scotland 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/fingal-s-cave 

“Queen Victoria, Matthew Barney, Jules Verne, and Pink Floyd are not names you usually hear in the same 
sentence, but then the place that they all share is itself quite uncommon. Known as Fingal’s Cave, it bears a 
history and geology unlike any other cave in the world.” 

Figure: Fingal’s Cave,  
LUK- Commonswiki (CC BY-SA 4.0) 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/lists/where-to-see-bioluminescence?utm_source=Places+Newsletter+Audience&utm_campaign=5435b61de3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01_21_Places&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-5435b61de3-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=5435b61de3&mc_eid=40adb6cd62
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/fingal-s-cave?utm_source=Places+Newsletter+Audience&utm_campaign=074f2b4f62-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01_14_Places&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-074f2b4f62-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=074f2b4f62&mc_eid=40adb6cd62
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Sad Demise of Dismal Swamp, Tasmania 

 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-02-27/dismal-swamp-tourism-disrepair-plans-for-adventure-hub/103507398 
 
This was brought to my attention by Nicholas White – thanks Nicholas! 
 
ACKMA visited Dismal Swamp on one of its Northern Tasmania Conferences. Ian Houshold studied it as a karst 
feature. 
 
“In short: A former Dismal Swamp employee says she is shocked to see the extent of damage to the 
former tourist destination.  
The site, established in a natural sinkhole surrounded by Blackwood Forest, closed in 2019. 
It once featured a 110-metre slide, as well boardwalks, sculptures, and artworks from local artists, but 
the site has been extensively damaged.” 
 
 

 
 

Tsingy de Bemaraha, the world's most incredible stone forest and biodiversity 
haven 

 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/destinations/tsingy-de-bemaraha-the-worlds-most-incredible-stone-
forest-and-biodiversity-haven/articleshow/107857557.cms 

 
“Inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1990, this integral nature reserve features an expansive and rare 
collection of razor-sharp limestone needles, earning it the nickname Tsingy Stone Forest. Its otherworldly 
formations, both gigantic and towering, contribute to its surreal and dramatic landscape.” 
 
 

 

El Torcal Nature Reserve, Antequera, Spain 

 
Once again, while watching documentaries on TV I came across this astounding site with the most 
amazing karst features throughout. It is listed by UNESCO for its megalithic dolmens, but the features 

throughout the area are astounding! 

I enclose some links for your delectation! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Torcal_de_Antequera 
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1501/ 
https://torcal.solbyte.dev/en/el-torcal/geology/ 

and for some mouthwatering images, use this google search: 
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=682fb458cb082d73&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-
GBAU1011AU1012&q=el+torcal+de+antequera+formations&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjphf-
vlMGEAxXC8zgGHSt3CXEQ0pQJegQIDBAB&biw=1536&bih=695&dpr=1.25 
 
 
 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-02-27/dismal-swamp-tourism-disrepair-plans-for-adventure-hub/103507398
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/destinations/tsingy-de-bemaraha-the-worlds-most-incredible-stone-forest-and-biodiversity-haven/articleshow/107857557.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/destinations/tsingy-de-bemaraha-the-worlds-most-incredible-stone-forest-and-biodiversity-haven/articleshow/107857557.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Torcal_de_Antequera
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1501/
https://torcal.solbyte.dev/en/el-torcal/geology/
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=682fb458cb082d73&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBAU1011AU1012&q=el+torcal+de+antequera+formations&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjphf-vlMGEAxXC8zgGHSt3CXEQ0pQJegQIDBAB&biw=1536&bih=695&dpr=1.25
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=682fb458cb082d73&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBAU1011AU1012&q=el+torcal+de+antequera+formations&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjphf-vlMGEAxXC8zgGHSt3CXEQ0pQJegQIDBAB&biw=1536&bih=695&dpr=1.25
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=682fb458cb082d73&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBAU1011AU1012&q=el+torcal+de+antequera+formations&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjphf-vlMGEAxXC8zgGHSt3CXEQ0pQJegQIDBAB&biw=1536&bih=695&dpr=1.25
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What lies beneath:  
the hidden caves buried under Auckland back yards 

 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/mar/09/what-lies-beneath-the-hidden-caves-buried-under-auckland-
back-yards 
 
“Aucklanders are familiar with the volcanic terrain of their city above ground, living side by side with 53 
volcanoes. Yet many are unaware of the extraordinary landscape concealed beneath their feet. Formed by 
volcanic eruptions, lava caves and tunnels are rare globally, and the sprawling patchwork beneath Auckland is 
unique to New Zealand. The city sits on top of roughly 200 known caves with a new cave being discovered every 
month, as construction increases and drilling tools become more sophisticated. 

Now, researchers are on a mission to map Auckland’s caves for the first time, in an effort to protect the 
geological marvels and better understand their cultural significance.” 

 

 
 

Wild New Zealand: Volcanoes, Stargazing 

and Māori Traditions 

with Atlas Obscura Adventures in partnership with Intrepid 
 

For those of you who are ready for a little adventure, but would someone else to take care of all the details, this 
might just be what you have been waiting for! 
 
https://www.atlasobscura.com/adventures/trips/new-zealand 
 
 
“Nestled far in its own corner of the world, New Zealand is bursting with natural wonders- from glaciers to 
bubbling mud pools, volcano craters, and glowing caves.  Sail with the local Māori, encounter unique local 
wildlife, such as the iconic Kiwi bird, and even catch glimpses of the Southern Lights. 

Between the beautiful landscapes, unique flora and fauna, and rich culture, you’ll have stunning stories and 
pictures to share once you’ve travelled back to the rest of the world.” 

 

 

Colossal rainfall over the Nullarbor 

https://www.weatherzone.com.au/news/colossal-rainfall-over-the-nullarbor/1843637 10 March 2024 
 
“Over 4 months of rainfall has fallen in a single day in southeastern parts of WA, with the chance of over a years' 
worth of rainfall falling by the end of the week.” 
 
“Incredibly, these enormous deluges are only the start of the rainfall that the Nullarbor and Australia’s largest 
desert, the Great Victorian Desert, will see over the next four days. Between midday Sunday and midday 
Thursday, another 100-300mm is expected to fall. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/mar/09/what-lies-beneath-the-hidden-caves-buried-under-auckland-back-yards
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/mar/09/what-lies-beneath-the-hidden-caves-buried-under-auckland-back-yards
https://www.atlasobscura.com/adventures/trips/new-zealand
https://www.weatherzone.com.au/news/colossal-rainfall-over-the-nullarbor/1843637

