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We recognise the traditional people of the lands of all our members and editorial contributors.

ACKMA acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet and work, and
all Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia. We recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples’ continuing connection to land, place, waters, and community. We pay our
respects to their cultures, country, and elders; past, present, and emerging.

ACKMA recognises the unique role of Maori as Tangata Whenua and embraces Te Tiriti o
Waitangi recognising Maori as tino rangatiratanga of Aotearoa/New Zealand while embracing
the three guiding principles of the Treaty — Partnership, Participation, and Protection. We wiill
endeavour to implement bicultural policies and practices that incorporate and value Maori cultural
concepts, values, and practices.

Editorial:

Kirsty Dixon
Greetings fellow ACKMAites,

Once again, we have some wonderful contributions for your perusal this issue — many thanks to our wonderful
contributors for sharing your knowledge and passions! While one or two of these are quite technical, | urge you
to look through them anyway as they contain some very interesting insights and information.

Regarding the articles on the Nullarbor, it reminded me of something | came across last year that may be of
direct interest to those looking at development proposals. There is a company in the USA that has developed
cutting edge satellite technology, using low frequency radio waves to map geological features down to about 2
kms depth without disturbance (https://lunasonde.com/ or techstars-boston-grad-lunasonde-view-beneath-
earth.html). One of the inspirations behind this development was mapping underground aquifers. It seems that
this would provide a win-win situation for mapping Nullarbor features. While | have no idea of logistics or costs,
it should perhaps be passed on to those with an interest in finding out what actually exists under the Nullarbor
and its extent. Please feel free to pass this information on to anyone you think may benefit from it!

I wish all those attending the upcoming Yarrangobilly event a wonderful experience and look forward to
receiving a report on all the great places you visit (hint, hint!!!).

The ACKMA AGM was initially proposed to be held during the Yarrangobilly event, but it was realised that the
internet facilities available would not be sufficient to allow online participation. The AGM has now been
rescheduled for 16" June 2024 and will be held via Zoom. The Executive Officer will be sending out more
information closer to the date, along with a fillable pdf for Committee Nomination. | do want to flag the fact that
there will be several Committee positions vacated at this AGM and we need some new people to step up and
help direct the future course of ACKMA. | have included the Committee Nomination from at the back of this
journal for your initial information. If you, or anyone you know would like to nominate for a position, please
contact the President, lan Eddison president@ackma.org to register your interest and find out more information.

Finally, while it is easy to fill up pages with pretty pictures, the heart and soul of the ACKMA Journal is stories
from members! While you may not have been jet setting recently, | am sure there are lots of you that have stories
and photos from previous caving trips, expeditions and holidays. And if you have been jet-setting — we want to
hear about all the wonderful karstic things you have visited!

Now is the perfect time to share them with other ACKMA members by writing a short (or long!) article for us,
and as they say, “a picture is worth a thousand words”, so any pictures you have (clear and in focus) to
accompany the words will only embellish your efforts!

I look forward to being deluged with articles for upcoming issues!

Kind regards, Kirsty
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