ACKMA Presidents Report
lan Eddison

Dear members,
Your committee continues to be busy with meetings and input on several issues in various cave and karst areas:

* Anon-site meeting at Kelly Hill Cave, Kangaroo Island, was attended by key stakeholders including
ACKMA. The interpretation by the contractor was made available and referenced in our guidance advice.

¢ The Wombeyan Caves and Abercrombie Caves remain closed for the remainder of the year. Works
continue by NSW NPWS.

e The ACKMA cave climate monitoring program continues. For those involved please liaise with our
working group Andy Baker, David Gillieson and Andy Spate.

e The proposed national park in the Hindenburg Wall karst area of Papua New Guinea is still on the table.
ACKMA fully supports this concept.

¢ The National Rock Garden in Canberra is to include a specimen from Naracoorte caves and our
committee has agreed to support this and fund the plaque to accompany it. ACKMA will also assist in the
cost of transportation of a chosen specimen.

e Culling of feral horses in the Kosciuszko National Park has begun and this is an emotional issue which is
getting some media attention. ACKMA had communicated support for this due to impacts on karst
landscape. This region may be visited by members as part of the event in Talbingo in 2024.

e Please remain vigilant and report your awareness of any developments on cave and karst areas. We
remain particularly concerned about ‘green energy’ projects on caves and karst. ACKMA has produced a
Position Statement in relation to the Nullarbor Plain, which has a couple of huge industrialization project
being proposed. These are large projects of wind turbines, solar farms and hydrogen plants proposed on
delicate karst landscape. You will soon see the commencement of an awareness campaign about the
need to protect the Nullarbor.

Future ACKMA events will vary in scale, but we are attempting to offer some kind of face-to-face on-site event
each year. Online zoom meetings are very likely to continue on an annual basis. These may be in conjunction with
or independent of those below.

Future Events are earmarked for:
2024 Talbingo NSW (Kosciuszko karst and Yarrangobilly Caves), 2- or 3-day event.
2026 May, Wombeyan Caves NSW, 2- or 3-day event.
2028 May, Abercrombie Caves NSW, 2- or 3-day event.

Future Conferences are earmarked for:
2025 September, Wellington Caves NSW - Conference, and guide training by Savannah Guides.
2027 May, Chillagoe Caves QLD - Conference, and guide training by Savannah Guides.
2029 May, Jenolan Caves NSW - Conference.

Other conferences and field schools to be aware of are:
NZSS annually meet on the NZ October long weekend.
2024 19 - 24 March, Savannah Guides at Longreach QLD 2024.
2024 29 Oct - 3 Nov, Savannah Guides at Injune Carnarvon Gorge [ Nyanda, QLD.
2025 12 - 19 January, ASF “Caving in the Moonlight” at Buchan Caves Victoria.

Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year.

lan Eddison, ACKMA President

| pay my respects to the traditional custodians of the land where I live, work, and engage in.
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