Predjama Castle
Tim Moore AM

This follows on from Tim’s article in the last journal (#132 pp 21-23) on Postonja Castle.

Predjama Castle is the second of the karst attractions
managed by the Postonja Natural Park Authority in
Slovenia. My wife and | visited the castle on our way
from Ljublijna to Postonja Cave. It is, as the photograph
taken from the entrance walkway depicts, quite a
distinctly different attraction from the very large cave
system complex at Postonja. It is also significantly less
visited - having a parking area which would appear to
hold only a maximum of about 50 cars and limited tourist
bus parking. I will explain the red circle | have
superimposed on the photo in my later description of the
history of the castle.

Figure 1: Predjama Castle, showing upper and lower cave
entrances (right).

As with Postonja, tours are booked online and at hourly
intervals during high season. However, the group per
tour is much smaller than at Postonja, appearing to have
a maximum of 20 per departure. The tour is an entirely
self-guided one with multilingual audio guides provided
(offering a range of a dozen or more languages from
which to select).

As can be seen from the main photo, below the castle
there is a separate entrance, toward the base of the cliff
near the point where the streamway flows out into the
valley. This is an entrance to a separate cave system, one which is available to be visited on a different (and more
limited) tour schedule - one operating at less frequency and at more limited times of the year and operating only,
to my disappointment, in peak tourist season. This system is host to a bat colony and is also the space in which
the limited and seasonal adventure caving experiences are offered.

When we enquired at the entry station to the
castle when the next guided tour of the lower
karst system would be available, we were told
mid-July (it then being 1 May)! This is an
obvious reflection of the comparatively lower
visitation levels to this site when compared to
the significant visitation level obviously
enjoyed by Postonja Cave. We later looked
wistfully at the equipment on display at the
adventure caving tour guide office!

Figure 2: Equipment for adventure caving tours
(left).

The interior layout of the castle is a vertical
maze - one which belies the unbroken vertical
facade that it presents to those approaching
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The entrance is a conventionally defensive one with a ditch carved out of the rock, and a drawbridge and
portcullis arrangement providing the entrance barrier.

This is followed by a narrow passage with conventional mediaeval holes in the roof for the pouring of boiling oil
or dropping of rocks on those who might make it past the initial entrance barriers.

Figure 3: Entrance to Predjama Castle (left).

Inside the building, however, the rooms, passageways and
staircases mirror the shape of the rockface against which it
nestles. The castle has multiple levels with all of the features
which one might expect in such a mediaeval structure - a large
reception room, multiple living spaces for the master (never the
mistress) of the castle and his family; servants’ quarters; and a
large kitchen.

Three matters of particular interest are to be noted. The first
two are of significant importance in enabling the occupants of
the castle to withstand a lengthy siege. First, thereis a
permanent internal water supply caused by discharge of the
continuous seepage trickling into a large masonry container
from which domestic water supply can be drawn.

Figure 4: Large masonry container storing water thus enabling
inhabitants to withstand a siege (below).

Figure 5: Staircase to secret exit, allowing procurement of goods
during siege (left).

Second, from the upper level of the building at its rear,
there is a rickety access staircase leading up into the primary cavern. From the top of this staircase, it is possible
to follow a series of comparatively narrow passageways before emerging from a fissure into the surrounding
countryside at the top of the cliff. This concealed an apparently unknown exit path which enabled the occupants
of the castle to leave unobserved and obtain supplementary food supplies, as necessary, when the castle was
under attack (an event which, apparently, occurred with some frequency).
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A short history of the castle is recorded on Wikipedia in the following terms:

“The castle was first mentioned in 1274 with the German name Luegg, when the Patriarch of Aquileia built the
castle in Gothic style. The castle was built under a natural rocky arch high in the stone wall to make access to it
difficult. It was later acquired and expanded by the Luegg noble family, also known as the Knights of Adelsberg
(the German name of Postojna).

Legend of Erasmus of Lueg

The castle became known as the seat of the knight Erasmus of Lueg (or Luegg, Luegger), lord of the castle in the
15th century and a renowned robber baron. He was the son of the imperial governor of Trieste, Nikolaj Lueger.

According to legend, Erasmus came into conflict with the Habsburgs when he killed the commander of the
imperial army, Marshal Pappenheim, who had offended the honour of Erasmus's deceased friend and famous
condottiere Andrej Baumkircher of Vipava. Fleeing the vengeance of the Holy Roman Emperor Frederick lll,
Erasmus reached the family fortress of Predjama. From there, he allied himself with King Matthias Corvinus and
began to attack Habsburg estates and towns in Carniola. The emperor commissioned the governor of Trieste,
Andrej Ravbar, with the capture or killing of Erasmus. Erasmus was killed after a long siege. According to a
popular but unfounded legend, Erasmus was betrayed by one of his men and was killed by a shot from a cannon
in his lavatory.

After the siege and destruction of the original castle, its ruins were acquired by the Oberburg family. In 1511, the
second castle, built by the Purgstall family in the first decade of the 16th century, was destroyed in an
earthquake. In the year 1567, Archduke Charles of Austria leased the castle to Baron Philipp von Cobenzl, who
paid it off after 20 years. In 1570, the current castle was built in the Renaissance style, pressed next to a vertical
cliff under the original medieval fortification. The castle has remained in this form, virtually unchanged, to the
present day.

In the 18th century, it became one of the favourite summer residences of the Cobenzl family. Both the Austrian
statesman and famous art collector Philipp von Cobenzl and the diplomat Count Ludwig von Cobenzl spent time
in the castle.

In 1810, the castle was inherited by Count Michael Coronini von Cronberg,
and in 1846 it was sold to the Windischgrdtz family, who remained its
owners until the end of World War I, when it was confiscated and
nationalized by the Yugoslav Communist authorities and turned into a
museum.”

The third item of particular interest is the small structure | have circled in
red on the earlier reproduced photograph. It is the outbuilding which
houses the long drop where legend has it that Erasmus was taking his
morning ablutions during the siege when he had the s--t blown out of him!
Although apocryphal, this story is promoted by the pile of stone
cannonballs arranged in a small pyramid on the balcony accessway just
outside this structure.

Figure 6: The pile of cannonballs promoting the story of the demise of Erasmus
(left).

& ; Although the architecture is fascinating contextually given its location,

: . ' _ue. . Predjama Castle would have been an uncomfortable place to inhabit as
keepmg |t warm in winter, when the surrounding valleys were snow-covered, would have been an almost
impossible task.

It appears that Wikipedia needs some editing — the Predjama Castle website indicates the owners name was, in @
fact, Erazem of Predjama https://www.postojnska-jama.eu/en/predjama-castle/ - maybe lost in translation?
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