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2023 . Glow-worms

Links to the Wider World

This section aims to provide links to articles and items related to caves and karst that may lie outside the normal ACKMA sphere of
influence but may still be of interest. They are intended to spark your interest and maybe prompt you into doing more research -
they are not necessarily meant to be definitive sources of information. All links are functional at the time of publishing but may not
open if viewing at a later date.

ISCA Newsletter and EOI for Mulu 2024

The November /| December newsletter from ISCA is available for download at the link below.

https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/295-isca-newsletter-november-december-2023

Please note that ISCA has
confirmed they will be holding
their next conference in Mulu in
2024 and they are seeking
expressions of interest from those
considering attending — you do
not necessarily need to be an ISCA

member. INTEENATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION

If you would like to consider attending, please remember that it is also important that you complete the
following survey regarding the ISCA Conference 2024.

Numbers may be limited, so please register your interest ASAP.
For more information, please contact: secretary@i-s-c-a.org (Juanjo, ISCA)

Further information is contained in the newsletter.

”-
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Cave of the Hanging Snakes
José Maria Morelos, Mexico

Cave where bat-eating snakes hang down from the ceiling. July 23, 2015

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/cave-of-the-hanging-snakes

THE YELLOW-RED RAT SNAKE (Pseudelaphe flavirufa) is a small forest snake that normally hunts rodents,
lizards, and other small animals in the ground. However, in a remote cave tucked away in the jungles of the
Yucatan, these snakes have developed a creepy and incredible new way of life.

”~

Geoda de Pulpi (Pulpi Geode)
Pulpi, Spain

Peek into a cave of giant, glimmering crystals. September 13, 2021

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/pulpi-geode

https://www.geodapulpi.es

“Crawl down an abandoned mine shaft in the south of Spain and then descended further still via a narrow
staircase and you’ll find yourself in a magical world: a cavern filled with human-sized, sparkling crystals. This is
the Pulpi geode, the second-largest known geode in the world.”

To visit the mine and the geode, purchase tickets in advance via the official website. You are required to wear a

helmet (provided) and join a guided tour.

The Longest Caves in the World
Explore the world’s ten longest caves.

https://www.worldatlas.com/caves/the-longest-caves-in-the-world.html

This wonderful website provides an overview of what it considers the 10 longest caves in the world,
complete with excellent infographics (which are all copyright, so | can’t reproduce them here). It is well

worth a look through!

Cave Divers Catch a Glimpse of Australia’s Distant Past
Jacob Shteyman, The Western Australian, Nov 12, 2023.

https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/environment/cave-divers-catch-a-glimpse-of-australias-distant-past-c-
12524711

“The Cimmerian caverns dotting South Australia's Limestone Coast may hold the key to unlocking one of
palaeontology's most enduring secrets.”

Another timely article on the importance of caves for informing about past climate and environmental
change, and the need for protection and preservation.
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Like the phoenix, Australia's giant birds of prey

rise again from limestone caves.
Flinders University, November 16 2023.

https://phys.org/news/2023-11-phoenix-australia-giant-birds-prey.html

“In their latest paper, Dr. Mather and Associate Professor Worthy join fellow Flinders paleontologists Dr. Diane
Fusco, Professor Mike Lee (Flinders and SA Museum) and Dr. John Hellstrom (University of Melbourne), in
publishing details of the second largest eagle, aptly called Dynatoaetus pachyosteus, described exclusively
from fossil bones found in the Victoria Cave at the Naracoorte Caves.”

A pictorial reconstruction will be part of new artwork unveiled at Naracoorte Caves

”~

Kazumura Cave - The Longest Lava Tube In The World
Dr Russell Moul, Science Writer, November 18, 2023

https://www.iflscience.com/kazumura-cave-the-longest-lava-tube-in-the-world-71613

“Although Hawai'i can boast plenty of lava tubes across its islands, the biggest by far is the Kazumura
Cave, which is located around 19.3 km (12 miles) south of Hilo, a town on what is commonly called the
Big Island. This cave stretches over 65 km (40 miles) in length and reaches over half a mile (0.8 km) in
depth. It is both the longest and deepest lava tube in the world.”

”~

Local Library Display Promotes Caves and Caving
Kirsty Dixon, photos by Kevin Keirnan

The local library in Kingston, Tasmania provides display areas for local groups to promote their work. Andy Spate
thought that it would be a good idea to have a caving display, so he approached the Display Coordinator, Jane
Dobbs, and to our surprise and delight they were very enthusiastic.

The display comprised 3 large display cases and a display wall and
with much assistance from Kevin Keirnan, we managed to create a
display that encompassed caving and equipment, local caves,
national show caves <

and international
caves, along with
some specimens of
karstic features. The
display ran for a
month during
October 2023, which
encompassed the
school holidays.

Despite some heavy competition from the Harry Potter Lego
Hogwarts Castle next door, the caving display generated a lot of interest and was very well received by library
members. The Display Coordinator even suggested to Andy that they might to do it again in future!

This just goes to show that even a small local effort can help in promoting cave and karst management - so
perhaps you could think about getting your local library or council on board?

ACKMA Journal Page 24


https://phys.org/news/2023-11-phoenix-australia-giant-birds-prey.html
https://www.iflscience.com/kazumura-cave-the-longest-lava-tube-in-the-world-71613
https://www.jack-wolfskin.com/theoutdoors/lava-tube-hawaii/

