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We recognise the traditional people of the lands of all our members and editorial contributors.

ACKMA acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet and work, and
all Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia. We recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples’ continuing connection to land, place, waters, and community. We pay our
respects to their cultures, country, and elders; past, present, and emerging.

ACKMA recognises the unique role of Maori as Tangata Whenua and embraces Te Tiriti o
Waitangi recognising Maori as tino rangatiratanga of Aotearoa/New Zealand while embracing
the three guiding principles of the Treaty — Partnership, Participation, and Protection. We wiill
endeavour to implement bicultural policies and practices that incorporate and value Maori cultural
concepts, values, and practices.

Editorial
Kirsty Dixon
Greetings fellow ACKMAites,

Itis good to see that ACKMA members are getting out and about and seeing the wonderful karstic offerings this
world presents — and even better that they are letting us know what they saw and their impressions of what is
on offer! Thank you to all contributors — and a reminder that | am always happy to accept articles or information
for the journal and anyone who would like to submit a few high-quality images for future journal covers would be
most welcome to contact me!

Especially exciting is the news that ISCA has confirmed it will be holding the 2024 ISCA Conference in Mulu! If you
are interested in going (or returning) to this most wonderful of places, please register your interest. All the
information is available on page 22 in the Links to a Wider World section.

On behalf of the Committee and membership we give a warm welcome to Keiran Mackay from NZ as our new
Committee member. It’s great to have some more NZ input!

As you may be aware, there are several issues that ACKMA Committee members have been involved with. One
major issue is the proposed energy developments on the Nullarbor Plain. We felt it important that ACKMA have a
position statement regarding this, and for those who have not yet seen it, | have included this position
statement at the end of the journal for your information. It is also available for download on the ACKMA website,
https://ackma.org/Documents/ACKMANullarborPositionStatement.pdf.

Another major issue is the continuation of ACKMA as an organisation. There are a few factors impacting this, and
thanks to some very hard work by Dave Gillieson and Jodie Strickland, we have come up with a strategic plan for
ACKMA going forward. This document is also included at the end of this journal. Please read through it and feel
free to contact the President, or any of the Committee members if you have ideas or suggestions to complement
this outline.

As another year draws to a close, | would like to take
the opportunity on behalf of the whole committee,
to wish each and everyone of you a joyous and
peaceful festive season and hope for a happy and
contented new year!

Kind regards,

oy
Kirsty ! (\3 daﬁ FHS

(Sreetings
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