Links to the Wider World

This section aims to provide links to articles and items related to caves and Karst that may lie outside
the normal ACKMA sphere of influence but may still be of interest. All links are functional at the time of
publishing but may not open if viewing at a later date.

Hidden passage leads explorers to

deepest cave Down Under

By Patrick Pester
published August 09, 2022, in https:./www livescience.com/deepest-cave-in-australia

Explorers abseiled, squeezed and crawled their way through Australia's deepest cave system on July
30, boldly going where no cavers had gone before and setting a new cave depth record. Its depth just
beat out its predecessor, the Niggly Cave, by about 4 meters.

Cavers from the Southern Tasmanian Caverneers, a speleological organization based in Hobart,
Australia, made it through the 1,316foot-deep (401 meters) cave in Tasmania. The team spent 14
hours underground, navigating a subterranean system that included a 535-foot-tall (163 m) waterfall.

The bottom of the Delta Variant cave links up with a previously explored system called the Niggly-
Growling Swallet cave system in the Junee-Florentine Kkarst area.
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For those of you who may not have had a chance to watch this — it is highly recommended!

The Secrets of Australian Caves and Karst
Royal Society of Victoria 2022 Howitt Lecture
https:/www.voutube.com/watch Australian Caves John Webb

and
https://rsv.org.avw/australian-caves/

Australian caves are wonderful, both in terms of their visual impact and their scientific importance.
They contain bat colonies that consume hundreds of kilograms of insects each night, a globally
exceptional invertebrate fauna, vertebrate fossils that record animals and environments for at least the
last 25 million years, and calcite speleothems that preserve detailed records of past climates.

And Australian caves have risks. There are inherent dangers in exploring caves, including cold, heat,
falls and getting stuck, but there are very few accidents in Australian caves because organised trips
must have an experienced leader and appropriate equipment. Some caves themselves have been at
risk from overuse and threats like limestone quarries.

Australian caves are notable for their diversity (greater than any other area of equivalent size on Earth),
which reflects variety in carbonate rock types, climate, vegetation and geological history. Australian
karst has something for everyone, from the razor-sharp towers of north Queensland to the cold, deep
shafts of southwest Tasmania, the carbonate dunes of southwest Western Australia, the clear cenote
lakes of south-eastern South Australia and the ancient reefs of northwest Western Australia.

Join geomorphologist Professor John webb (La Trobe University), who will cover all these aspects and
give examples from his own experience as a caver.

Presented with the support of the Inspiring Victoria program, in partnership with the Geological Society
of Victoria (Victoria Division).
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What Candy Can Teach Us About the Origin of
Mysterious Stone Forests

A stunning geological phenomenon, sweetly explained.
by Luke Fater September 21, 2020

https:/www.atlasobscura.com/article s/candy-experiment-on-stone-fore sts

The Shilin scenic zone in
Yunnan Province is a
popular destination for
tourists.

Photo credit Jiang
Wenyao/Xinhua via Getty
Images

Hidden in caves: Mineral overgrowths reveal
unprecedented modern sea-level rise

https:/phys.org/new s/2022-06-hidden-cave s-mineral-overgrow ths-re veal. html

The early 1900s were an exciting time
across the world, with rapid advances
in the steel, electric and automobile
industries. The industrial changes
also mark an inflection point in our
climate. According to an international
team of researchers led by the
University of South Florida (USF), the
sea level has risen 18 centimetres
since the start of the 20th century.

The study, featured on the cover of
the July 1 issue of Science Aduvances,
works to identify preindustrial sea
levels and examines the impact of
modern greenhouse warming on sea-
level rise.

Image: Professional divers assisted
researchers by searching for mineral overgrowths in Mallorca, Spain cave systems. Credit: University of South
Florida
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Exploring the Hang Son Doong cave
complex in Phong Nha, Vietham

H.Minh Nguyen

https:/ www .boredpanda.convi-explored-son-doong-cave-the-large st-cave-in-the-world-h-minh-nguyen/

“More than 10 years since the day I put the words “Son Doong” on my bucket list, I finally got the
opportunity to turn that dream into reality.

The $3,000
ticket price is
not small, and
the waiting
period from 1-
3 years might
be a very long
time for pretty
much anyone.
Besides, the
exploration
schedule is
very
demanding in
terms of one’'s
health, spirit,
as well as
respect for
nature. Also, I

was the
youngest in a
group of 10
guests on this
trip to Son
Doong 51 in
2022

Images: H.Minh Nguyen
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Faced with too many tourists, France’s
natural sites push back

https:/ www.france24 .com/en/france/202207 10-faced-with-too-many-to uristsfrance-s-natural-site spp ush-
back

“We need tourism but a balance needs to be found. The tourists themselves would benefit the most.
Many of them leave angry after having spent several hours in the car without being able to find
parking, some place to eat, or toilets, because there isn't enough infrastructure. This mass tourism
satisties nobody.”

Due to an excessive number of visitors, several French natural sites have gone so far as to impose
obligatory timeslot reservations for tourists. Marseille’'s Calanques National Park now limits the number
of people who can visit the Sugiton and Pierres Tombées calanques to 400 a day. Both sites have
been made more fragile due to ground erosion from the foot traffic of several thousand summer
visitors previously. Three of Corsica’s top tourist sites (the Lavezzi islands, the Bavella Needles
mountain ridge and the Restonica valley) also instituted daily quotas starting in July.
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Descending Into the Lush Underworld of
China’'s Newly Discovered Sinkhole

by Ye Charlotte Ming July 8, 2022

https:/www.atlasobscura.comy/articles/china-new-sinkhole-discovery

It wasn't until 1985 that modern sinkhole and cave exploration took off in China, when the Single Rope
Technique, which helps explorers descend and ascend vertical slopes more safely and efficiently,
was introduced to the country. Before that, Zhang says, they relied on ladders made of vines and
bamboo, or lowered themselves down in a cart or basket, like going down a well.

Above: The expedition team uses the Single Rope

Technique to descend a vertical cliff into the sinkhole.
Photo: Hongying wWu

Right: An underground lake inside a vertical shaft hole southeast of The Eagle appears to have been created by
the same underground river as The Eagle. Photo: Lixin Chen

Initial exploration of these features was driven by hydrogeological surveys to identify underground
water sources for irrigation. “The history and evolution of underground rivers can be found through the
investigation of sinkholes,” Zhang says. But today, the heavenly pits are seen more as sources of
biodiversity. “Sinkholes could be a sanctuary for some creatures because there is no human

interference.”

Spend The Day (Or Longer) Exploring 4
Caves On Indiana’s Cave Trail

https:/www .onlvinyourstate .convindiana/cave-trail-adventure-in/

Indiana is one of those places that's just
filled to the brim with hidden gems,
secret spots, and truly amazing natural
wonders. Among our favorite natural
wonders in Indiana are the amazing
caves that call this little state home, and
you can explore them yourself! It's true
— do the amazing Indiana cave trail
ASAP and explore four truly incredible
underground wonderlands that will
spark your imagination and make you
wonder about the amazing world
around us. Never been caving in

; Indiana? No worries - the Indiana Cave
Trail is an excellent way to dip your toes in. You can do it all in a day (which is cool, but we strongly
recommend taking your time on this one), or you can spread it out over a year. Either or: youre going
to experience Indiana like never before.

Image: Squire Boone Cavermns / Facebook
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Travel

In case you just can't wait to get over to New Zealand!!!

Natural Wonders of New Zealand's North Island
18 — 28 November 2022

https:/www .atlasobscura.com/unusual-trip s/new-zealand

Maori Te Ika-a-Maui, the North Island of New Zealand
abounds with natural wonders. On this trip, well be
paying homage to all things aquatic, from rivers and
oceans to waterfalls and mud pools, and to cap it all off:
the incredible glowworm caves of Waitomo.

we'll glide down mountain streams and across lakes, visit
endangered wildlife, and journey to geothermal vents
and geysers.

For the thrill-
seekers, we'll raft
down the Kaituna
River and Kayak at
night by the light of
glowworms.

Join us for an
adventure that will
activate all of your
senses and remind
us of the majestic
€ecosystems we
must all work
together to
conserve.

Images: Atlas Obscura
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Another suggestion for those looking for something a bit different in their travel adventures

Tanama River
Utuado, Puerto Rico

Drift through underground caves on a tube.

https:/www.atlasobscura.com/places/tanama-river

The Tanama River crosses three cities of Puerto Rico, including Utuado, where any adventurer can
discover an array of unique ecological adventures with Tanama River Adventures. Experiences inside
the canyon include exploring waterfalls, diving, rappelling, climbing, body rafting, and hiking through
the forest. Visitors can learn about the culture of the land from guides as they cross fields of coffee,
banana, plantain, and orange plantations.

Parts of the Tanama take tubers underground through different types of caves. One of the caves is a
1,000Hf00tdlong tunnel that has been shaped by the river over thousands of years and takes about 30
minutes to navigate through. Other caves feature amazing stalactites, stalagmites, and cavern wildlife.
Because there aren't any rapids on the Tanama River, visitors can relax and glide calmly through
underground caverns in the dark, using headlamps to provide light to explore the surrounding natural
beauty.

Tanama River, Images by Vivian D Nguyen/ CC BY_SA 2.0

Not far from the Tanama River, visitors can find the Parque Ceremonial Indigena de Caguana, the
largest Taino archeological site in the Caribbean. The Caguana Indigenous Ceremonial Site offers
insight into the Taino lifestyle before the Spaniards arrived in Puerto Rico. The site hosts 10 batéys, or
ceremonial plazas used by the Taino people for dances, rituals, reunions, and games.

o

There is also some very good information on cave tourism on the Puerto Rico Travel Guide website

https:/ www.puertoricotravelguide.com/p uerto-rico-caves-guid e-and-tour s/
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Enjoy — and don't forget to write about your wonderful experiences for an upcoming

ACKMA journal!
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