Conference acknowledgements and introduction

Welcome to the Conference

Our conference organising committee welcomes you to Waitomo
Caves 20th Australasian Cave and Karst Management Conference.
We have had a great deal of pleasure designing this conference for
you. We hope we have been able to create a programme that follows
all the well-established traditions of ACKMA conferences but gives
you a truly Waitomo flavoured experience.

For those who are visiting for the first time, we hope you begin to
feel at home very quickly. Waitomo is a small village and everything
you need can be found within a short walking distance. We are a
friendly bunch and by the time you leave here you will probably
know most of us quite well.

For those returning, welcome back. I’'m sure you will notice some
changes. We have gained some impressive new buildings at Waitomo
Glowworm Cave and sadly we have lost an old friend with our local
Tavern burning down. You may notice some new tours and activities
too. Happily Waitomo has experienced an upward trend with new
business and some reinvigorated older ones bringing more
employment and new people to the district.

Our choice of Triple Bottom Line (People, Profit, Place) as a conference theme is a way of expressing our way of life
in Waitomo and our optimism for the future. Cave tourism here is firmly rooted in private business enterprise, we
all look towards encouraging lots of visitation and a healthy profit. Some of the caves we operate from are privately
owned under farmland, some by hapu and some are publicly owned and administered by the Department of
Conservation. No matter who owns them we are all very aware of the need to look after our precious karst
environment for the benefit of ourselves and future generations.

Lastly we all have great pride and confidence being part of this wonderful community and look towards a shared
future in Waitomo. The Triple bottom line theme lets us introduce ourselves to you and gives us scope for self-

reflection as we show you around our region.

Our enthusiasm for putting this conference together is demonstrated by the size of our committee, I would like to
say it has been a pleasure to work alongside friends and neighbours to bring this conference together.

- Conference Organising Committee
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Acknowledgements - Support for the conference

The conference has not had the benefit of any sponsors or the backing of a government agency. We ate
grateful for the following individuals and organisations for their assistance.

® Ruapuha Uekaha Hapu Trust Major Sponsorship funding
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® Department of Conservation Major Sponsorship funding
Vans
Des Williams, handbook assistance
Harry Keys, pre conference geothermal tour
Penny LLoomb, organisational logistics

Department of
Conservation
Te Papa Atawbhbai

® Spellbound Limited Spellbound Cave tours
Vans

® Tourism Holdings Ltd Cave tours

Vans
Gift shop staff
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®  Waitomo Caves Discovery Centre Use of Education and AV rooms
Printing of Conference Handbook
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Background information
Caveworld

Waitomo Adventures
Dave Williams

Kiwi Cave Rafting
Caitlin Ash Trust
Waitomo Caves School
Tony Green
MacDonald's Lime
Otorohanga Museum
Helen Fortescue

And the organising committee!

Chris Hendy and Cam Nelson, University of Waikato

Ross Barnes, cave tours
Nick Andreef, cave tours
Hotel tours

Simon Hall, cave tours
Projector

PA system

Maniapoto's Cave
Quarry tour

Nan Owen
Organisational assistance
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Conference Photo, Waitomo Caves, New Zealand (Steve Bourne. photo)
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